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Dear Friends and Colleagues,
As COVID-19 deeply impacts our world, an increasing number of nations is
showing hopeful signs in their ability to tame the pandemic with a set of
smart policies and the use of appropriate technologies. While adjusting to
the new normal, I would like to inform you about an upcoming survey that
will explore how changes related to COVID-19 are affecting researchers’
life and career as well as the potential wider consequences for the
research and academic world. The survey results will provide researchers
with concrete information for their work and career agendas, and create
valuable insights for policymakers.
I continue with the best practice to introduce you in detail one of
the European Research Area member – France. As a sixth for its world
share of scientific publications and fourth in the European patent system,
France is also the third beneficiary country of the contributions allocated by
the European Commission through the Horizon 2020. This all makes it a
very appealing research destination.

Sign up here to become a member of the

I conclude this newsletter with a practical guideline on how to
submit a Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions Individual Fellowship proposal in
the European Commission’s Funding & Tender Opportunities Portal. This
is the last edition of the current version of this funding opportunity, I hope
you will find it helpful.
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Enjoy reading the newsletter and wishing you good health!
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Hot topic: The EU’s response
to the COVID-19 outbreak
Covid-19, the pandemic that has ravaged the world for most of 2020,
continues to take a massive toll on lives, health systems, economies and
society in general. It also has a huge impact on researchers – their
physical mobility, the way they work, and how they interact and cooperate
through international research networks.
Restrictions on travel and social interactions, which hinder movement
within and between countries, make conference participation impossible,
thwart international research cooperation, and prevent researchers from
visiting partner institutions or working and conducting research in them.
A lot has been written about the effects of these trends on academic
teaching. We know that universities have moved towards online classes
and are preparing for much-reduced enrolments for the upcoming
academic year, especially from foreign students. According to one study,
some 36% of students are considering changing their study plans.
But much less is known so far about Covid-19’s impact on research, the
other side of academia. Research priorities are changing and research
budgets have been reallocated. Many people interested in research
positions abroad are reconsidering their plans because of travel restrictions,
financial uncertainties and other pressures. A lot of uncertainty remains.
Researchers are asking themselves questions like: How can I carry out
research and cooperate with my international peers under the new
conditions? Can I still research abroad under these circumstances? Should
I postpone it? Should I abandon it? Research institutes and universities are
asking: How should we prepare for the emerging new research context?
Do we need new online research collaboration tools? How can we maintain
our research excellence? Can we host guest researchers under these
circumstances?
Nobody has answers to these questions at the moment, but researchers
around the world are working hard to try and find them. To support and
accelerate this process, EURAXESS will carry out a global survey to collect
information about current thinking around these issues and the most recent
innovative ideas for solutions.
This survey will also explore how changes related to Covid-19 are affecting
researcher/academic mobility, especially EU-centric mobility, as well as the
potential wider consequences for the research and academic world –
financial effects, research output and quality, career qualifications, hosting
dynamics, etc. The survey results will provide researchers with concrete
information for their work and career agendas, and create valuable insights
for policymakers.
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With members in some 40 European countries and in all major regions of
the world, the EURAXESS network is uniquely placed to conduct this
representative survey. As a first step, the survey will collect information
from researchers about their situations and perceptions, and the prospects
for international mobility in the days of Covid-19. Following this, a
complementary survey of universities, research institutions and research
policymakers will explore the possibilities and prospects of hosting
international researchers and fostering research mobility under the new
conditions. The results will help researchers to re-shape their international
collaboration and mobility plans, and support host institutions and
policymakers in formulating new strategies and policies to maintain
international researcher mobility.
For more information, please contact survey@euraxess.net with your
queries or ideas.
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EURAXESS – Researchers in
Motion is an initiative of the
European Research Area (ERA)
that addresses barriers to
researchers mobility and seeks
to enhance their career
development. This panEuropean effort is currently
supported by 42 countries, each
of which will be profiled in our
quarterly e-newsletters.
In this edition, we will zoom on
France
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EURAXESS members in focus:
France - A decade of change
France ranks sixth for its world share of scientific publications and fourth in
the European patent system. It is very active in the fields of transport
technologies, other special machines, mechanical components, chemistry,
as well as nuclear technology and space research. It is also the third
beneficiary country of the contributions allocated by the European
Commission through the Horizon 2020 framework programme for research
and innovation.
Research and Development in France
In France, it is the Ministry for Higher Education, Research and Innovation
(MESRI), which designs, develops and implements the national research
and innovation agenda.

Capital
Paris
Major cities
Bordeaux, Grenoble, Lille, Lyon, Marseille,
Montpellier, Nantes, Nice, Rennes, Strasbourg,
Toulouse
Language
Français
Political system
Republic
Currency
Euro
Area
244,340 sq mi (632 834 km2), 213,010 sq mi (551
695 km2) of which are considered metropolitan
France
Promotional page about France:
https://www.france.fr/en

To meet scientific, technological, environmental and societal challenges, a
national research strategy has been in place since 2013, which is in
keeping with European orientations on these issues. This strategy is
revised every five years under the guidance of the minister in charge of
research and innovation. Its aim is to maintain a high-level commitmment
to basic, curiosity-driven research while establishing a level playing field for
other stakeholders at national, regional and local levels, such as the
industrial sector and businesses, civil society and lawmakers.
Funding and Recruitment Opportunities
Research funding
Block funding to research laboratories is jointly allocated from universities
and public research organisations while project-based research is mostly
funded through independent agencies, such as the National Research
Agency (ANR). The ANR supports research projects selected after a peerreviewed competitive process. In 2018, 1,471 projects were funded at an
average of €350,000 per project.
As to private research, it is first and foremost funded by Bpifrance, a public
investment bank supporting state and regional policy aimed at developing
and strenghtening the R&D actions carried out by SMEs.
Two more mechanisms specifically targeted at research and innovation
include:
▪

EURAXESS France
https://www.euraxess.fr/

▪
CPU
http://www.cpu.fr/presentation/presentation-of-thecpu/

CIFRE contracts which allow a company to benefit from financial
aid in order to hire a doctoral student in a company for a threeyear contract.
The research tax credit, which enables companies to be refunded
to up of 60% of their initial investments, specifically if they hire
early career researchers.
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Recruitment opportunities
Several specialised sources can help researchers identify research jobs
and research scholarships for their stay in France:
•

EURAXESS Jobs, the European Portal, (click on France)

•

ABG (L’Intelli’Agence)

•

Campus France grant search engine, listing all the grants and
scholarship programmes available from national institutions, local
governments, corporations, foundations and institutions of higher
education

Important Information for Incoming Researchers
The 42 EURAXESS Centres, coordinated by the Conference of University
Presidents (CPU), involve about 130 people working on a daily basis in
their universities or research organisations in order to help
international researchers coming to France and support them during their
stay, and after.
In particular, they offer free and personalised assistance to them and their
families in order to:
•

Prepare their stay: assistance on entry, residence and work
procedures (visas, work permits, residency permits...)

•

Help them settle in France: assistance in finding accommodation,
healthcare coverage, bank account...

•

Help them with daily administrative procedures: registering for
social security, family benefits, taxes, pensions...

•

Facilitate integration: French language classes, cultural activities,
sports, babysitting and schooling...

More than 60,000 researchers from some 144 different countries have
already benefited from the services of the EURAXESS France network.
EURAXESS Centres are distributed across the whole French territory: find
your nearest EURAXESS Centre here.
EU Council Presidency
France will be holding the EU Council presidency from January to June
2022.
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How to submit a MSCA-IF
proposal
Experienced researchers (completed doctoral degree or at least four
years’ full-time research experience) can apply for post-doctoral
funding within the MSCA Individual Fellowships. In order to make it
easier for them to be familiar with the application procedure,
EURAXESS Worldwide team prepared a step-by-step process on how
to apply for this type of grant:
STEP 1
All MSCA-IF proposals must be submitted electronically using the electronic
submission system of the of the EC’s Funding & Tender Opportunities Portal
(previously known as Participant Portal).
You first need to log in.

The Marie Skłodowska-Curie
Individual Fellowships (IF) call
2020 will be the last such call
under Horizon 2020, as the
new EU framework programme
for research and innovation,
entitled Horizon Europe, will
start in 2021.

1.

Go to the Funding & Tender Opportunities Portal:
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/home.h
tml
2. Click the Login button. You will be prompted to authenticate
through the EU login screen.

IF in a nutshell:
- All research areas
- All nationalities
- Open to PhD holders or four
years of research experience

3. Enter your email address in the field provided, then click the Next
button.
You will be prompted for your password.
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4. Enter your password in the Password field.
5. Click the Sign in button.
STEP 2
Once logged in to the Funding & Tender Opportunities Portal, you will need to select the
MSCA-IF Call to start with the electronic proposal submission.
To do so, perform the following steps:
1. Click on HORIZON 2020.

2. In the search function “Find Calls for Proposals in Horizon 2020”,
type in ‘MSCA-IF-2020’.
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3. Select the Call for Individual Fellowships that is marked OPEN for
application. In 2020, the call identifier is H2020-MSCA-IF-2020

4. Korea-based researchers planning to move TO EUROPE to
complete the Fellowship, select the section ‘STANDARD EF’, then
click on Start Submission. The system will prompt you to confirm
your choice.

STEP 3
Register your proposal.
To do so, perform the following steps:
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1. Begin by entering your organisation's PIC. Please be aware that
you need to insert the PIC of the European institution that will
host you during the fellowship!
2. Once you enter the PIC number you will notice that the Short
name field is automatically populated, and the address is shown in
blue highlight. Note: If the PIC you entered is incorrect (for
example, it contains less numbers than required, etc.), the system
will show you an error message.
A Participant Identification Code (PIC) is a 9-digit number serving as a unique identifier for
organisations (legal entities) participating in EU funding programmes. If you don’t know the PIC
of your European host, ask your host organisation. There is also a search tool for
organisations and their PICs available here.

3. Select your role – Researcher.
4. Fill in the Acronym field. Acronyms can be changed later on by
editing the Administrative form in part A in the section A1 'content'
within the form.
5. Fill in the Summary field.
6. Download Part B templates as indicated in the blue box on the
bottom left corner of the screen.
7.

Cck the Next button
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The system will confirm that you have created a draft.
Click Continue with this proposal to proceed to the next step. To
postpone this action for a later time and return to your list of
proposals in the Participant Portal, click Go to My Proposal.

STEP 4
Prepare your proposal – Part A
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You can now start working on the actual proposal preparation. Start with
Part A – Administrative details.
This part contains 5 sections. Click on Show to start entering data for the
individual sections. Remember to always save your changes!
The sections listed in Part A require you to submit the following data
and information.
Section 1 – General Information
✓ Abstract
✓ Panel
Note: Make sure you choose the correct panel! Your proposal will
be evaluated in the panel which you confirm in this section! The
system will prompt you if the panel differs from the one you
previously selected.
✓ Descriptors
Descriptors (keywords) are chosen by applicants to guide REA (Research Executive Agency) in
selection of experts and allocation of proposals to the experts. Applicants select the descriptors
in order of importance with 1st being the most important, with a minimum of three and a
maximum of five descriptors. The Guide for Applicants contains a breakdown of scientific areas
into descriptors. Keep in mind:
• The mandatory first descriptor should best characterise the subject of the proposal and
should be chosen from the area of research chosen for the proposal.
• The mandatory second descriptor should be within the same area of research (e.g.: CHE).
• The mandatory third descriptor can be from any of the eight areas of research.
• Applicants may add two additional descriptors chosen freely from any of the eight areas of
research.
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Section 2 – Administrative data of participating organisations (concerning
the supervisor(s) and the researcher)
✓ Names
✓ Contact details incl. email addresses, phone numbers
✓ PIC identifiers
Section 3 – Budget: information on the duration (person-months) to
calculate the total requested EU contribution
Note: The budget will be calculated automatically.
Section 4 – Ethics: identifies any ethical aspects of the proposed work.
Note:
✓ Read each question carefully and address them
appropriately in Part B.
✓ Even if there are no issues, do not leave this section blank!
Simply confirm that none of the ethical issues apply to the
proposal!
Section 5 – Call specific questions request declarations related to your
eligibility and personal data, together with questions on any secondment in
Europe.
STEP 5
Prepare & Submit Part B – the core of your proposal

Part B of the application is your actual proposal.

Part B is submitted as two separate documents – you will not be able to
submit the proposal in the submission system unless both Parts 1 and 2
are provided in pdf format.
The structure below is mandatory. Please do NOT include a cover page or
table of contents!
DOCUMENT 1 – Maximum 10 pages!
Start counting page numbers
1. Excellence
2. Impact
3. Implementation
Stop counting page numbers. Do not exceed 10 in total.
Of the maximum 10 pages applied to sections 1, 2 and 3, applicants are
free to decide on the allocation of pages between the sections. However,
the overall page limit will be strictly applied, excess pages will be blanked
out and experts will not be able to read them. It is the responsibility of the
applicant to verify that the submitted pdf documents are readable and are
within the page limit.
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DOCUMENT 2 – no page limit
4. CV of the experienced researcher
5. Capacities of the participating organisations
Once you have submitted your proposal you can still make changes to it until the
deadline!
Note that every new submission overwrites the previous one!
6. Ethical aspects
Some Hints:
Part B – Document 1
1. Excellence
✓ Be precise about objectives. Explain the contribution that your
project is expected to make.
✓ What is the applicant’s methodology?
✓ Describe originality & innovative aspects of the applicant’s
research – Why is your project worth funding?
✓ Explain how the high-quality, novel research is the most likely to
open up the best career possibilities for the applicant.
✓ How will the project allow you to move towards research
independence?
✓ Why are the host institution and supervisor ideal for the research
project you aim to conduct?
✓ Describe how this project will contribute to your own research
career development. Clearly describe which new competencies
you will acquire through the fellowship.
✓ What type of skills and knowledge will you transfer on the host
institution?
2. Impact
✓ Impact of training on career development of the applicant and the
host institution (be precise)
✓ List expected publications expected to result from the research
project (be precise i.e. concrete journal names)
✓ What is your IPR strategy?
✓ Be precise about your outreach activities
3.
✓
✓
✓

Implementation
Add a realistic GANTT Chart
Work packages, deliverables, milestones
Describe experimental risks and your contingency plan

Part B, Document 2
You may want to consider including the following information.
➢ CV
✓ Education

Q2 2020 | Issue 9
| Page 13 of 15

EURAXESS Korea Quarterly Newsletter
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

Employment
Research Experience
Publications
Fellowships, Awards, Prizes
Presentations (Invited seminars, Posters, etc.)
Public Outreach
Supervising and Mentoring Activities
Teaching Experience
Service and Leadership (ad hoc review activities,
committee members, etc.)
➢ Capacity of the participating organisations
✓ General Description: Describe the reputation and expertise
of your chosen host institution. Why is it the best host for
your postdoc in the research field you aim to explore?
✓ Role and Commitment of Supervisor
✓ Your supervisor’s research and funding history
✓ Key research facilities, infrastructure and equipment
✓ Independent research premises?
✓ Previous involvement in Research and Training
Programmes: Describe your host institution’s involvement
in national and international funding (e.g. EU Framework
Programme7 (2007 –2013), Horizon 2020 (2014 –2020)
✓ Current involvement in Research and Training
Programmes: List the number of fellows at the host
institution who receive fellowships, e.g. MSCA-IF or ERC
Relevant Publications: List of relevant publications of your supervisor
General Tips
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

Read and follow the Application Guide!
Help the evaluators with a concise, well-structured and relevant proposal.
Ensure your project is innovative. Avoid a simple extension of your doctoral thesis.
Don’t assume reviewers know what you have done and what you can do – if something
is important, make sure it is stated clearly.
Avoid using very specific jargon and acronyms that are only known to experts in a
specific field.
Do several spell checks! Ask a native English speaker to proof-read your proposal.
Graphics and charts are a useful tool but do not overdo it. Make sure they are readable
in black & white.
Stick to the page limit!
You can only submit one proposal per call!
Don’t wait until the last day to submit. Note that every new submission overwrites the
previous one.

Support for Applicants
For researchers interested in applying for the MSCA IF there are a variety
of tools available to support you in the application process:
➢ Guide for Applicants: Please make sure you carefully read the
latest guide for applicants available here.
➢ Finding a Host Institution: check out some ways on how you can
find your host here.
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➢ National Contact Point Network: The network of National
Contact Points (NCPs) is the main structure to provide guidance,
practical information and assistance on all aspects of participation
in Horizon 2020, including MSCA. Korean researchers can contact
the MSCA NCPs in the country where there would like to
undertake their MSCA IF and in their home country. Find their
contacts here: bit.ly/Horizon_NCP
The NCPs offer the following services:
✓ Advice on administrative procedures and contractual
issues
✓ Training and assistance on proposal writing
✓ Distribution of documentation (forms, guidelines, manuals
etc.)
✓ Assistance in partner search
✓ The EU-funded Net4Mobility+ project has a number of
resources that might assist applicants with their
candidacies. Check their website: net4mobilityplus.eu
➢ Facebook: Follow the MSCA on
Facebook: facebook.com/Marie.Curie.Actions/
FAQ: Here is a link to a FAQ-Blog: mariecurieactions.blogspot.com

___________________________________________________________
EURAXESS Korea links researchers in Korea with Europe.
Join our growing community of researchers!

SUBSCRIBE
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